Fun

A Night At Joe’s 
(May 21, 2011)
Put on your party hats and listen to FUN Tony Mecca’s new CD with the Heavy MeNtal Gypsys. I was fortunate enough to have been invited to a living room concert venue at the South Philadelphia home of Joe Van Blunk. I was  also fortunate enough to have a front row seat, where I was able to watch, listen, shake, tap, and groove to the wonderful sounds being home made by Gypsy John Merlino (Keyboards), Gypsy Joe Pettit (Electric & Acoustic Guitar), Gypsy Stephanie Davis (Vocals & Clarinet) and Thee Heavy MeNtal Gypsy, Tony Mecca.

The evening was an astounding success with the Gypsys delivering an upbeat rocking array of songs from Tony Mecca’s finely tuned handcrafted songbook. The set list spanned several albums with a few cover tunes mixed in for the listening pleasure of the neighborhood audience. I was highly impressed with the professionally mixed sound that could have been overwhelming in such an intimate space.  The sound and vocal balance in my opinion was setup perfectly, allowing for the textural mix of guitars, keyboard, and vocal tone, expression, and timbre for an evening of enjoyable listening.

One cannot listen to the songwriting skills of Tony Mecca without incurring his uncanny ability to tell stories which relate so well to the average Joe, Jenny, Lucy, Charlie, Patricia, Fred, Eileen, Annie, Dotty + Me. Tony can rock you with the foot stompin’ sound of Laugh, Lucy Laugh. Lucy can take a mainstream Boomer back to the days of playing cards in the bicycle spokes; where Dotty + Me can light a soft, light and lilting picture of fate. Sweet Sunshine, featuring a Stephanie Davis vocal, is as enchanting and alluring, as it is beautiful. Tony’s song writing pallid is as varied as the artist’s brush, working handily to paint a vivid canvas of sound and lyric. Marry this with Tony’s ability to perform and entertain surrounded by the wonderful Gypsys and you have a recipe for great music. A night at Joe’s was as good as it gets. I could not find fault with anything from the great music to the friendly crowd. Although I only mentioned three songs, every song performance was a multi-layered journey woven with coupled shades of Americana and Philadelphia. My hat is off to Tony and all the Gypsys for a fantastic evening of music, friendship, and “FUN”.

Jay Schweitzer
Pine Island, New York

May 31, 2011

Contact us if you are interested in having a Living Room Concert at your house:

http://www.TonyMeccaMusic.com/contact.html
