Underneath Magazine – November 2011
Tony Mecca Interviewed by Ryan Groves

Ryan Groves:
So what made you decide to get into music?

Tony Mecca:

Like most kids discovering pop music on the radio and TV, I emulated my early rock & roll idols. Of course there was the Beatles and The Stones, but the Rascals and Doors probably moved me a bit more and eventually would have a more profound influence. Then there was my Dad who was a professional musician. He was great singer of popular music, which for most of my youth, I didn’t get.

Ryan Groves:

Do you think that the internet and social networking has helped or hurt the music industry? What about in reference to your career?

Tony Mecca:

Both - For the major artists selling millions of album/CD units per year (and their associated record companies, publishers etc), the damage done by the music sharing internet populace - in terms of loss of income - is incalculable. On the other hand, the internet has open many other once unconsidered streams of potential income producing vehicles for those same artists. Social networking (which to me also includes YouTube) is just one invention that can really spread awareness about older established artists to newer fans, and also intensify the buzz on a new act to a fever pitch almost overnight

As far my career as an independent musician, it’s hard to imagine how I could do without it. In my mind the primary concern of the independent performing/recording artist (or any artist for that matter) is to find “music lovers”, perform your music for them and determine by their reaction and/or feedback whether they fancy what you do. If they like you, and hopefully start spreading the good word about you and your music, then it becomes important to be able to connect with those folk and give them a place to buy your music and communicate with you. Now you are in the music business, an entrepreneur. Whether you like it or not, you’d better have (or be ready to acquire) some computer skills, marketing skills, business and communication skills - The list goes on. Once you’ve learned these skills to some degree, the internet is the one tool that allows you to take your business global.     

Ryan Groves:

Is there a message in your music (social, environmental, etc..)? If so explain.

Tony Mecca:
Absolutely! I write story songs about people, personalities and life situations. Whether its growing-up, having your heart broke or dating a teenage witch, all potential origins of social neuroses are explored extensively. Rock ‘n Roll Psychotherapy 101, baby! 
Ryan Groves:

Tell me a little bit about your music (album or release)? How would you sum it up for our readers?

Tony Mecca:

I’ve released four albums: Purple Monkeys (2003), Princes of the New Dark Age (2005), Hello, Goodbye & Everything in Between (2007) and Fun (2011) – In the press it’s been called everything from “vibrant, intelligent, fun rock” to “adventurous singer/songwriter” to “random old school rock” – My sound has been compared to Springsteen, Elvis Costello, The Smithereens, Cat Stevens. Smash Mouth and many others that I find very fascinating – I’ve been called “the bastard son of Huey Lewis and Joni Mitchell” and “John Prine fronting the Who” – But the biggest compliment comes from the folks who listen to the albums and come to our shows – They just say “Your music is, ah … really different from the other bands that usually play here. Its fun and I can relate to all of those stories” – This is what I hear the most, and what I enjoy hearing more that anything.

Ryan Groves:

Where do you see your music career going? (Please share some experiences, stories, shows, or people you've met through your music that otherwise you wouldn't have)

Tony Mecca

We’re building a following brick by brick. We play primarily in and around our hometown, Philadelphia. This year our goal was to get out-of-town – Mission accomplished - We’ve played New York City - North & South Jersey – Wilmington, Delaware - Salisbury and Westminster, Maryland - Washington DC. We now consider ourselves a bit more regional, and we are proud to say that we’ve been asked back to all of those locations, and will be revisiting those venues over the coming months. We are really looking forward to seeing our new friends.

We hope to continue to grow our fan base via our live shows and albums. Also, and this can really help spread your music, many of my songs are signed with various music publishers, and some of those songs are currently under recording consideration by other artists, film and TV production companies. 

Ryan Groves:

What are the three albums, songs, or musicians that influenced you to make music? And why?

Tony Mecca:

Too many to mention, but I’d have to say I’ve taken a great deal from Frank Zappa. His body of work is remarkable and is with me at all times. The original “independent artist”, he was so very clear about who he was and what he wanted to accomplish. He was truly an amazing and intelligent man that always kept the “status quo” in check – I still miss him. Choosing my three favorite albums would be also be a near impossible task, so I’ll give you three of my favorites: Morrison’s Hotel by The Doors / Octopus by Gentle Giant / Performance: Rockin the Fillmore by Humble Pie – Pretty eclectic, Huh?  

Ryan Groves:

Any message you have to the fans and the readers out there?

Tony Mecca:

Give all types of music a fair chance to permeate your being. Don’t just listen to what others think is cool. Cool is much more attractive as a literal description of the temperature. After all, you eat what tastes good to you, not what tastes good to others. 

For those who have purchased our CD’s and come to live shows, we can’t thank you enough for your support. Please email us, get involved – Interaction is what it’s all about. For those of you who have no idea who we are, visit us at (www.tonymecca.com) and request our free CD sampler – we’ll even pay to send it to you. There are 2 songs from each of our four CD’s. That’s 8 songs for free! See you “out there”!  
