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Tony Mecca Interviewed by Isaac Davis Jr

Isaac:

It’s an amazing time to be a DIY artist/performer. What do you enjoy the most about being an indie performer?

Tony Mecca:

The opportunity for total creative freedom and depending on your goals and work ethic - the possibility to go as far as you want to go.

Isaac:

If you had an opportunity to sign with a major label, would you sign now knowing you may have to give up some of what you have build up over the years about you in the process?

Tony Mecca:
I'd be a liar and a fool to say that I wouldn't if the label, money and terms were beneficial to me, but at the very least I would know what questions to ask and how to contrast the offered benefits against where I am and what I have right now. As a younger man playing for that ultimate prize I would have signed anything. 

Isaac:

I remembered Simon Cowell from American Idol talking about the “it” Factor that makes a musician/band stand out. What do you think is your “it” factor that makes you stand out from others in the music business?

Tony Mecca:
I write and perform story songs that most "everyman/woman" can relate to. I deliver those songs with great energy and passion because I feel the pain and joy of the characters in the songs. I believe it translates very well and that's what makes it special.

Isaac:
Why should music fans listen to your music? Describe what they are going to get when they listen to your music?

Tony Mecca:
Depending on the song, you'll either laugh, cry, think or dance - If these are the emotions you are trying to stimulate when you listen to music, I think you'll like what I do

Isaac:
Briefly describe your humble beginnings that led you to where you are at musically now.

Tony Mecca:

After retiring as a performer in the early 90's, I spent 10 years raising my young family and producing, arranging and mentoring young rock bands - At the urging of one of those bands, after hearing some songs I had started writing for fun, I recorded my first set of new songs in over 12 years in 2002. Those recordings became "Purple Monkeys" which I independently released in 2003. I've recorded three more albums since that time - Princes of the New Dark Age (2005) / Hello, Goodbye & Everything in Between (2007) / Fun (2011) - and have been playing live since 2007 


Isaac:
You have some strong iconic influences. Of these influences, which artist/band do you relate to the most and why?

Tony Mecca:
There are several but I think Frank Zappa is most prominent in all aspects of my operation. My songs are very different than Zappa in style and texture, but I believe the humor and cynicism in the songs, and my general approach and willingness to try any style of music runs parallel to Mr. Zappa's eclecticism. 

Isaac:
Do you feel that Indie music gets the respect it deserves? Why or why not?

Tony Mecca:
From who(m)? Probably not, but remember that "who(m)" is precisely why there is an independent scene.  

Isaac:
If you could change one thing about the music business, what would it be and why?

Tony Mecca:
I wish publishers, music supervisors, and anyone making a decision about which music gets "placed" on TV, Radio, Film, CD - wherever - all had a mind of their own. The majority are like politicians. They start off pure with a vision of how they are going to change the world with original and exciting new music and artists. Then at the end, in order to keep their jobs, they find and pitch the same thing everyone else has found in whatever trend happens to be dominating the market at the time. I do sympathize because I know everyone has to earn a living. But if they stuck to their guns a little longer and pushed some new or different styles into the mainstream, it would keep the music scene fresh and offer variety instead of bogging the industry down with the same stuff for years. Take Country Music, which to me is more a Rock/Pop hybrid performed by folks who might have become "Country artists" because of their geographical roots. These people are incredible singers and musicians, but if I hear one more of these bombastic hooks that have dominated this genre for years now, I'll run my head through a passing car's window. Sorry 'bout that.  

Isaac:
Do you think in the near future that DIY artists/bands will be the norm and big record companies will be very limited?

Tony Mecca:
Big record companies are very limited right now, but they will always find a way to reinvent them selves and survive. And that's not a bad thing. Perhaps they will learn from the independent scene to be a bit more experimental like back in the late 60's/early 70's. But of course back then they only experimented to find out what the kids would buy. Once they discovered that, the research and development department shut down and arena rock was born. 

Isaac:
What type of feedback have you been receiving about your music from fans and music critics?

Tony Mecca:

Well of course my fans like the songs. Some like the funny ones, some like the sad ones. The critical response has been really good too. Many reviewers and interviewer are taken by the stories. They comment that the music and approach is very different, especially the younger writers. It's almost like they haven't experienced songs that talk about people and life situations other than relationship songs.

Isaac:
If you knew that you would never gain fame and fortune with what you are doing now, would you continue to make music? 

Tony Mecca:
I do know that the probable outcome of my enterprise is not fortune and fame, and yes I still make music. Listen, as an artist you must first understand that the work is the reward. If what you are doing is really good and it happens to intersect with the "music industry/public tastes", and you promote yourself really hard, then the business side of your operation stands a good chance to be profitable enough for you to sustain an income that may allow you to "quit your day job".    

Isaac:
How do you handle negative feedback or negative energy about your music?

Tony Mecca:
I experience disappointment like everyone else, but I understand that music is very subjective and that some folks are just not going to like what I do. We all have our personal preferences.
   
Isaac:
What role do your family and friends play in the equation of your pursuit of a music career?

Tony Mecca:
I've always had the total support of my family and friends - never any detractors. That's where it has to start.

Isaac:
What is the best site/s that you can be found on the Internet? The floor is yours; final words…

Tony Mecca:
www.TonyMecca.com – Isaac, thank you so much for taking the time to listen to my views and opinions. I write songs about people and life situations. Most of my stories are half true. Unlike most singer/songwriters, I do not let the music drag no matter how heavy the subject matter. Visit my site and sample the music, words and culture of what we do. I think you'll love it!
